DESIGN THINKING

Design Thinking Means Looking Beyond
Martin Rayala

Without our ability to

ducation provides us with the
knowledge and
skills to make
better choices from avarlable options. Design educa-

design solutions to life's
problems, we would not
have survived in the past,
and we will not survive in
the future.

tion provides the means to
create better options from
which to choose. Through

Looking Beyond
Our Bodies

design thinking, we are
able to look beyond what
currently exists and cteate
new possibilities.

New knowledge and technologies are providing us
with the opportunity to
re-design wh at tt means to
be human. We can redesign our genetic makeup,
replace damaged or fatling limbs and organs,,
augment our physical
strength, and connect our
brains to supercomputers.
All of these possibilities

Looking Beyond
Ourselves
Design thinking is not
so much about personal
exploration and selfdiscov ery as

it is about

having empathy for
others and creating the

call for highly developed

design-thinking skills.

images, obiects, places,
and experiences that will
enhance their quality of
life. Designers must look
beyond themselves and
design a world that works
for everyone. We cannot

survive as solitary individuals or isolated communities. Designers have to
have compassion for others and use
discernment to create ethical solutions for all.

Looking Beyond Our Time
We are all influenced by the history,
traditions, and context of our con-

tempotary lives. Designers have to
look beyond our time and design what
could exist in the future that did not
exist in the past. Designers produce
useful goods and services that we
often didn't even know we needed or
wanted. The printing press, the steam
engine, the light bulb, the automobile, the airplane, the computer, and
the millions of other innovations and
designs we have created, have all been

part of the ongoing development of
our extraordinary human species.
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Looking Beyond
Our Stories
We have created stories

throughout historl" to
explain the world around
us. As we gain new knowledge and
insights over time, we have to change
our stories to match current realities.
One new stor;- that is

Looking Beyond Our Place
The places in which we live, work,
Iearn, and play were created to meet
needs that may have
inspiring designers is
changed over
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pointed out forty years ago that, rvith
require us to develop a new sense of
place and design spaces that sustain
curren tly av ailable technologl- and
resources/ everyone on the planet can
and inspire us while protecting the
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earth.
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Looking Beyond Our Resources
Knowledge helps us design resources
to solve problems where no solution
existed in nature. We had to design
the clothing that kept us from freezing, the tools and weapons that
enabled hunting and farming, and the
shelters that protected us at night.
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